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were informed of the decrees of the parliament of
Paris, and of others, which had ordered this exile
against those who would not consent to become
apostates by abjuring the institute. They saw, two
days afterward, the arrival of Father Nektous, the
last provincial of the Jesuits of Guyenne. This was
for them a new embarrassment; how present them-
selves at the frontiers of France, when their brethren
were being driven thence? They reassured them-
selves, however, and remembered that they were
the bearers of a letter addressed to Monsieur the
duke de Choiseul, and that they were to present it
themselves. They resolved, therefore, to cross the
Pyrenees, and at Saint Jean de Luz they found three
Jesuits who were making their way to Spain. The
two eldest were nearly eighty years of age; the
third, who was young, was charged with conducting
the two old men across the mountains. Their
calmness and cheerfulness were for the missionaries
of America an incentive which encouraged them to
continue the new journey which they had under-
taken. They reached Bayonne on the eve of Palm
Sunday; they there found various bands of their
fugitive brethren, who were seeking refuge in Spain;
all were welcomed with the greatest kindness by
Monseigneur the bishop of Bayonne. This prelate
did them the honor of giving them, on the day of
Holy Thursday in the cathedral, the communion
with his own hand, after Messieurs the Canons of
that Church; and on the next day he received
twelve of them at his own table. He has given them
since then, various other proofs of his kindness. The
Jesuits received such tokens also from many other
persons, but especially from Monsieur the baron



